
The Hudson County Community College CARE Team strives to maintain a 
healthy, welcoming, and safe campus environment. The HCCC CARE Team, 

in partnership with the college community, will engage in proactive 
approaches to address concerning behavior.

A Culture of  C.A.R.E.



How the CARE Team was created
 In the Fall of  2019, Dr. Brian Van Brunt, President of  the 

National Behavioral Intervention Team Association NaBITA, 
visited HCCC.

 One of  his recommendations was for the College to establish a 
CARE Team and a process for the team to review and respond to 
campus concerns.

 In January of  2020, the CARE Team was formed.

 The CARE Team has been meeting since the onset of  Covid-19 
on a weekly basis to review cases of  care and concern.



Meet the CARE Team
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Dr. Chris Conzen
Executive Director Secaucus

Center

Veronica Gerosimo
Assistant Dean, Student

Life and Leadership

Kathy Smith -
Wenning

Director of Health Programs

Anna Krupitskiy
Vice President forHuman

Resources

Doreen Pontius
LCSW, Associate Director

Mental Health and Wellness

Yeurys Pujols
Vice President for Diversity,
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Mental Health Counseling & Wellness Center
◦ Free short-term mental health counseling
◦ Referrals to community providers
◦ Support groups – remote, virtual
◦ Mental health workshops & events(Suicide Prevention, 

Domestic violence, Substance Abuse, and Wellness 
Events)

◦ Trainings for staff: (Mental Health First Aid (MHFA)& 
Question, Persuade, and Refer (QPR)

◦ TalkCampus 24/7 live peer to peer support

Hudson Helps Resource Center
◦ Food Pantries (JSQ and NHC)
◦ SingleStop Benefits Screener
◦ Career Closet
◦ Community Resources and Partnerships
◦ Health Screenings
◦ Social Work Interns

Services Provided



NaBITA Risk Rubric



CARE Cases at a Glance
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Mental Health Case Types
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HCCC Mental Health & Social Work Internship Program

Coming 
Soon:

Montclair State 
University & New 

Jersey City University

Lisa Farkas
From Rutgers
1st Year Intern

Karl Smith
From Rutgers
2nd Year Intern

Vanessa Reina
From NYU

2nd Year Intern

Alexa Yacker
From NYU

1st Year Intern

William Garner
From Rutgers
1st Year Intern

Delia Drake
From NYU

Advance Standing Intern

Ariana Calle
From Fordham University
Career Closet Coordinator



Additional Services & Resources
  

    

    

Mental Health 
Counseling & Wellness Accessibility Services Hudson Helps 

Resource Center Safety & Security 

 



Any Questions?
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